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and applies only to the project or ac-
tivity, in a way that 36 CFR part 215 or
part 218, subpart A, apply.

(b) Transition. For the purposes of
this section, initiation means that the
Agency has provided notice under
§219.9(b) or issued a notice of intent or
other public notice announcing the
commencement of the process to de-
velop a plan, plan amendment, or plan
revision.

(1) Plan development and plan revi-
sions. Plan development and plan revi-
sions initiated after April 21, 2008 must
conform to the requirements of this
subpart, except that the plan for the
Tongass National Forest may be re-
vised once under this subpart or the
planning regulations in effect before
November 9, 2000.

(2) Plan Amendments. With respect to
plans approved or revised pursuant to
the planning regulation in effect before
November 9, 2000 (see 36 CFR parts 200
to 299, Revised as of July 1, 2000), a 3-
year transition period for plan amend-
ments begins on April 21, 2008. During
the transition period, plan amend-
ments may continue using the provi-
sions of the planning regulation in ef-
fect before November 9, 2000, or may
conform to the requirements of this
subpart. If the responsible official uses
the provisions of the prior planning
regulations, the responsible official
may elect to use either the administra-
tive appeal and review procedures at 36
CFR part 217 in effect prior to Novem-
ber 9, 2000 (See 36 CFR parts 200 to 299,
Revised as of July 1, 2000), or the objec-
tion procedures of this subpart. Plan
amendments initiated after the transi-
tion period must conform to the re-
quirements of this subpart.

(3) Plan development, plan amend-
ments, or plan revisions underway before
this rule. (i) For plan development, plan
amendments, or plan revisions that
had been underway before April 21,
2008, using the provisions of the plan-
ning regulations in effect before No-
vember 9, 2000 (See 36 CFR parts 200 to
299, Revised as of July 1, 2000) the re-
sponsible official is not required to
halt the process and start over but may
complete those processes in conform-
ance of the provisions of those regula-
tions or in conformance to the require-
ments of this subpart.
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(ii) For plan development plan
amendment, or plan revisions that had
been underway before April 21, 2008
using the provisions of the planning
regulations in effect January 5, 2005
(See 36 CFR parts 200 to 299, Revised as
of July 1, 2005) the responsible official
is not required to start over under this
subpart upon a finding that the plan,
plan amendment, or plan revision proc-
ess undertaken before April 21, 2008
conforms to the requirements of this
subpart.

(iii) The responsible official may
elect to use either the administrative
appeal and review procedures at 36 CFR
part 217 in effect prior to November 9,
2000 (See 36 CFR parts 200 to 299, Re-
vised as of July 1, 2000), or the objec-
tion procedures of this subpart, except
when a plan amendment is approved
contemporaneously with a project or
activity and applies only to the project
or activity, in a way that 36 CFR part
215 or part 218, subpart A, apply.

(4) Plans developed, amended, or revised
using the provisions of the planning rule
in effect prior to November 9, 2000. For
units with plans developed, amended,
or revised using the provisions of the
planning rule in effect prior to Novem-
ber 9, 2000 (See 36 CFR parts 200 to 299,
Revised as of July 1, 2000), that rule is
without effect. No obligations remain
from that regulation, except those that
are those specifically in the plan.

§219.15 Severability.

In the event that any specific provi-
sion of this rule is deemed by a court
to be invalid, the remaining provisions
shall remain in effect.

§219.16 Definitions.

Definitions of the special terms used
in this subpart are set out in alphabet-
ical order.

Adaptive management: A system of
management practices based on clearly
identified outcomes and monitoring to
determine if management actions are
meeting desired outcomes, and if not,
to facilitate management changes that
will best ensure that outcomes are met
or re-evaluated. Adaptive management
stems from the recognition that knowl-
edge about natural resource systems is
sometimes uncertain.
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Alaska Native Corporations: The re-
gional, urban, and village native cor-
porations formed under the Alaska Na-
tive Claims Settlement Act of 1971.

Area of analysis: The geographic area
within which ecosystems, their compo-
nents, or their processes are evaluated
during analysis and development of one
or more plans, plan revisions, or plan
amendments. This area may vary in
size depending on the relevant planning
issue. For a plan, an area of analysis
may be larger than a plan area. For de-
velopment of a plan amendment, an
area of analysis may be smaller than
the plan area. An area of analysis may
include multiple ownerships.

Diversity of plant and animal commu-
nities: The distribution and relative
abundance or extent of plant and ani-
mal communities and their component
species, including tree species, occur-
ring within an area.

Ecological conditions: Components of
the biological and physical environ-
ment that can affect diversity of plant
and animal communities and the pro-
ductive capacity of ecological systems.
These components could include the
abundance and distribution of aquatic
and terrestrial habitats, roads and
other structural developments, human
uses, and invasive, exotic species.

Ecosystem diversity: The variety and
relative extent of ecosystem types, in-
cluding their composition, structure,
and processes within all or a part of an
area of analysis.

Environmental management  system:
The part of the overall management
system that includes organizational
structure, planning activities, respon-
sibilities, practices, procedures, proc-
esses, and resources for developing, im-
plementing, achieving, reviewing, and
maintaining environmental policy.

Federally recognized Indian Tribe: An
Indian or Alaska Native Tribe, band,
nation, pueblo, village, or community
that the Secretary of the Interior ac-
knowledges to exist as an Indian Tribe
pursuant to the Federally Recognized
Indian Tribe List Act of 1994, 25 U.S.C.
479a..

Forest land: Land at least 10 percent
occupied by forest trees of any size or
formerly having had such tree cover
and not currently developed for non-
forest uses. Lands developed for non-
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forest use include areas for crops; im-
proved pasture; residential or adminis-
trative areas; improved roads of any
width and adjoining road clearing; and
power line clearings of any width.

ISO 14001: A consensus standard de-
veloped by the International Organiza-
tion for Standardization and adopted
by the American National Standards
Institute that describes environmental
management systems and outlines the
elements of an environmental manage-
ment system.

Newspaper(s) of record: The principal
newspapers of general circulation an-
nually identified and published in the
FEDERAL REGISTER by each regional
forester to be used for publishing no-
tices as required by 36 CFR 215.5. The
newspaper(s) of record for projects in a
plan area is (are) the newspaper(s) of
record for notices related to planning.

Plan: A document or set of docu-
ments that integrates and displays in-
formation relevant to management of a
unit of the National Forest System.

Plan area: The National Forest Sys-
tem lands covered by a plan.

Productivity: The capacity of National
Forest System lands and their ecologi-
cal systems to provide the various re-
newable resources in certain amounts
in perpetuity. For the purposes of this
subpart it is an ecological, not an eco-
nomic, term.

Public participation: Activities that
include a wide range of public involve-
ment tools and processes, such as col-
laboration, public meetings, open
houses, workshops, and comment peri-
ods.

Responsible official: The official with
the authority and responsibility to
oversee the planning process and to ap-
prove plans, plan amendments, and
plan revisions.

Reviewing officer: The supervisor of
the responsible official. The reviewing
officer responds to objections made to
a plan, plan amendment, or plan revi-
sion prior to approval.

Species-of-concern: Species for which
the responsible official determines that
management actions may be necessary
to prevent listing under the Endan-
gered Species Act.

Species-of-interest: Species for which
the responsible official determines that
management actions may be necessary
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or desirable to achieve ecological or
other multiple use objectives.

Timber harvest: The removal of trees
for wood fiber use and other multiple-
use purposes.

Timber production: The purposeful
growing, tending, harvesting, and re-
generation of regulated crops of trees
to be cut into logs, bolts, or other
round sections for industrial or con-
sumer use.

Visitor opportunities: The spectrum of
settings, landscapes, scenery, facilities,
services, access points, information,
learning-based recreation, wildlife,
natural features, cultural and heritage
sites, and so forth available for Na-
tional Forest System visitors to use
and enjoy.

Wilderness: Any area of land des-
ignated by Congress as part of the Na-
tional Wilderness Preservation System
that was established in the Wilderness
Act of 1964 (16 U.S.C. 1131-1136).

Subpart B [Reserved]

PART 221—TIMBER MANAGEMENT
PLANNING

AUTHORITY: 30 Stat. 34, 44 Stat. 242; 16
U.S.C. 475, 616.

§221.3 Disposal of national forest tim-
ber according to management
plans.

(a) Management plans for national
forest timber resources shall be pre-
pared and revised, as needed, for work-
ing circles or other practicable units of
national forest. Such plans shall:

(1) Be designed to aid in providing a
continuous supply of national forest
timber for the use and necessities of
the citizens of the United States.

(2) Be based on the principle of sus-
tained yield, with due consideration to
the condition of the area and the tim-
ber stands covered by the plan.

(3) Provide, so far as feasible, an even
flow of national forest timber in order
to facilitate the stabilization of com-
munities and of opportunities for em-
ployment.

(4) Provide for coordination of timber
production and harvesting with other
uses of national forest land in accord-
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ance with the principles of multiple
use management.

(5) Establish the allowable cutting
rate which is the maximum amount of
timber which may be cut from the na-
tional forest lands within the unit by
years or other periods.

(6) Be approved by the Chief, Forest
Service, unless authority for such ap-
proval shall be delegated to subordi-
nates by the Chief.

(b) When necessary to promote better
utilization of national forest timber or
to facilitate protection and manage-
ment of the national forests, a manage-
ment plan may include provisions for
requirements of purchasers for proc-
essing the timber to at least a stated
degree within the working circle, or
within a stated area, and, when appro-
priate, by machinery of a stated type;
and agreements for cutting in accord-
ance with the plan may so require.

[13 FR 7711, Dec. 14, 1948, as amended at 28
FR 723, Jan. 26, 1963; 34 FR 743, Jan. 17, 1969]
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